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HONORING FOUR CHAPLAINS 

SUNDAY 

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 26, 2023 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Four Chaplains Sunday. 

February 3, 2023 will mark the 80th anniver-
sary of the sinking of troopship USAT Dor-
chester, which carried to their deaths 672 
men, including 4 United States Army chaplains 
of 3 faiths who stood united in prayer as the 
ship went down. 

These 4 chaplains, Roman Catholic, Jewish, 
and Protestant, gave their life jackets to 4 sol-
diers and thus sacrificed their own lives to 
save the lives of others. 

The heroic deeds of Chaplains Lt. George 
L. Fox, Lt. Alexander D. Goode, Lt. Johnny P. 
Washington, and Lt. Clark V. Poling, and their 
combined act of supreme devotion and sac-
rifice for American liberty and human freedom, 
are an inspiring and shining example of real 
brotherhood for all time to the people of the 
world. 

In 1944, the Distinguished Service Cross 
and Purple Heart were awarded posthumously 
to the chaplains’ next of kin, and in 1961, 
President Eisenhower awarded a special 
Medal for heroism, a one-time award author-
ized by Congress and intended to have the 
same weight and importance as the Medal of 
Honor. 

We must all see to it that their supreme sac-
rifice to the common cause of human freedom 
and justice for all shall not have been in vain. 

May their memory be everlasting. 
f 

RECOGNIZING SARTELL POLICE 
CHIEF JIM HUGHES 

HON. TOM EMMER 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 26, 2023 

Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a dedicated public servant, Sartell Po-
lice Chief Jim Hughes. Chief Hughes is retiring 
this March after more than 32 years of service 
to the Sartell community. 

Chief Hughes began his career as a patrol 
officer in Kasson, Minnesota, and later served 
as the interim Chief of Police for the City of 
Claremont, Minnesota. He began his career in 
Sartell in 1991, holding key positions in nearly 
every area of the department. Chief Hughes 
served as a field training officer, a sergeant, 
and a lieutenant before being appointed chief 
in 2004. He also currently serves as the Chair 
of the Central Minnesota Violent Offender 
Task Force and Chair of the State of Min-
nesota Violent Crime Coordinating Council. 

After more than 30 years in Sartell, Jim has 
seen the city grow from a few thousand to 
nearly 20,000 residents. This increase has re-
sulted in both a shift in the needs of the com-
munity and the responsibilities of the depart-
ment, which Chief Hughes has handled mas-
terfully. 

In his resignation letter, Chief Hughes de-
scribed the importance of connecting with and 
being engaged in the community. ‘‘My favorite 
part of being with the Sartell Police Depart-

ment is that we’ve remained committed to our 
community via outreach programs and the 
interaction we have with residents on a daily 
basis,’’ he said. Clearly, Chief Hughes under-
stood what it meant to not only protect his 
community but truly serve them. 

I thank Chief Hughes for the incredible im-
pact he has had on the Sartell Police Depart-
ment and the community of Sartell at large. 
Congratulations, and we hope he enjoys his 
well-deserved retirement. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 26, 2023 

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I was unable to 
be present during Roll Call vote Nos. 32, 33, 
34, 35, and 36 on January 24–25, 2023, due 
to the shooting in Half Moon Bay, California in 
my Congressional District. I would have voted 
as follows: 

Had I been present, on Roll Call No. 32, I 
would have voted YES; on Roll Call No. 33, I 
would have voted YES; on Roll Call No. 34, I 
would have voted YES; on Roll Call No. 35, I 
would have voted YES; and on Roll Call No. 
36, I would have voted YES. 

f 

CELEBRATING ROBERT ‘‘BOB’’ 
WIECKOWKSI 

HON. ERIC SWALWELL 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 26, 2023 

Mr. SWALWELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize former California State Senator Robert 
‘‘Bob’’ Wieckowski, who left office Monday, 
December 5, 2022, after 12 years serving in 
the California State Legislature. 

Bob was born in San Francisco and grew 
up in Fremont, California. He received a Bach-
elor of Arts degree in Political Science from 
the University of California, Berkeley in 1977 
and moved to Washington, D.C. to serve as 
staff for Congressman Don Edwards until 
1982. He returned to school and received a 
Juris Doctor from Santa Clara University Law 
School in 1985. From 1986 until 1988, Bob 
studied Polish in Krakow, Poland. 

While practicing bankruptcy law, Bob began 
his political career serving on Fremont’s City 
Council from 2004 to 2010 and served as vice 
mayor from 2008 to 2010. From there, Bob 
was elected to the California State Assembly 
to serve District 25 in 2010. He served as the 
Chair of the Judiciary Committee, Insurance 
Committee, Health Committee, Public Employ-
ment and Retirement Committee, and Social 
Security Committee. He also launched his 
‘‘Made in California Jobs Initiative’’ in 2011. 

In 2014, Bob was elected to the California 
State Senate to represent District 10. In that 
chamber he served on the Judiciary Com-
mittee, Transportation Committee, Appropria-
tions Committee, Budget, and Fiscal Review 
Committee, Housing Committee, and Chaired 
the Environmental Quality Committee. Notably, 
Bob passed legislation that expanded housing 
by removing barriers and allowing residents to 
construct accessory dwelling units through, in-

creased wage garnishment restrictions, and 
pushed for more robust climate adaptation. 

For 12 years, Bob Wieckowski diligently 
served in the California State Legislature, 
serving our mutual constituents. His work has 
left a lasting impact on the Tri-City community 
and California more broadly. I wish him well- 
deserved rest and relaxation with his wife, 
Sue, and son, Luke, as he enters this new 
chapter. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF 
KITTY HAWK POLICE CHIEF 
JOEL JOHNSON 

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, January 26, 2023 

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
with my colleague, Representative GREG MUR-
PHY, to honor the 30 years of service of Kitty 
Hawk Police Chief Joel Johnson to the Town 
of Kitty Hawk and the Outer Banks of North 
Carolina. 

Chief Johnson started his career with the 
Kill Devil Hills Police Department in North 
Carolina in 1989 and served there until 1993 
when he decided to attend a school of higher 
education. He then served in Wrightsville 
Beach from 1997 to 1998. Soon after, he 
began his service with the Kitty Hawk Police 
Department in September 1999 as a Patrol 
Officer. He briefly moved to the private sector 
in 2004 before returning to the Kitty Hawk Po-
lice Department in 2006. He then worked his 
way up to Patrol Sergeant, and ultimately up 
to Police Chief. 

Chief Johnson accomplished a great deal as 
Police Chief. Some of his many accomplish-
ments include successfully applying for over 
$400,000 in federal and state grant funds, cre-
ating and implementing a new Field Training 
Officer Manual for rookie officers, creating and 
hiring the first Narcotics Officer for the Kitty 
Hawk Police Department, and installing an RX 
Drug box in the department’s lobby for people 
to discard their prescription medications. 

Chief Johnson frequently went above and 
beyond his expected duties. He conducted 
ride-alongs, served as part of the Nags Head 
Police Chief Assessment Board and the Kitty 
Hawk Fire Chief selection committee—and 
even changed a distressed tourist’s flat tire. 

Throughout his career, Chief Johnson 
helped a countless number of people, who de-
scribed him as compassionate, professional, 
and dedicated—the ideal Police Chief. Under 
his command, the department excellently 
served and built a strong, trusting relationship 
with the community. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you to join me and 
countless others in honoring the service of 
Kitty Hawk Police Chief Joel Johnson. May 
God bless Chief Johnson and his family. 

f 

HONORING JACK GIBSON 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, January 26, 2023 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
celebration of Jack Gibson’s 28 years of serv-
ice as Marin Municipal Water District’s (Marin 
Water) Division I Director. 
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